stopped by a flag-signal for the accommodation of the non-existent passenger for Chicago, and the Jer-sey-City-to-Goshen passenger got off and went to the race. The high officials of the Erie would perhaps have treated Mr. Harriman with more deference and courtesy if they could have foreseen that in the not distant future he would save the Erie from another bankruptcy by putting up five and a half million dollars of his own money. In that case he "heaped coals of fire" upon Mr. Morgan's head, because the Erie, at the time, was a Morgan road.
Nothing in Mr. Harriman's career is more surprising than the readiness with which he turned from one big piece of constructive work to another, and the mingled boldness and sagacity that he displayed in undertaking new and unfamiliar enterprises. While he was engaged in rebuilding the Sodus Point & Southern Railroad in northern New York in 1883-84, he made the acquaintance of W. W. Webb, a prominent lawyer of Rochester,1 and employed him to look up and clear the titles to certain parts of the road's right of way which were unsettled or in dispute. Ten or twelve years later, Mr. Webb, who had gained Harriman's confidence by skillful accomplishment of the task assigned to him, happened to be largely interested in an iron mining cor-
1 Now Justice of the Court of Claims.